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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 1,4, 11, and 1 8 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

Examiner believes that part (a) of claim 1 should read "parking access aisles;" in 
place of "parking access aisle". Also, in the last line of (b) "unit" should be changed to 
"units". 

In claim 4, "xterior" should be changed to "exterior". 

In the second to last line of claim 1 1 , the word "walls" should be changed to 

"wall". 

In claim 18, examiner believes that "liner" was intended instead of "linear" and 
should be changed accordingly. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 
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3. Claims 1-6, 9-16, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Mason (US Patent 1 ,830,518). 




Fig. 2 from Mason 
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Regarding claim 1, Mason discloses a "mixed-use pedestrian parking structure (Fig. 1 in 
general) comprising: 

(a) at least two sequential multi-level parking units (Fig. 1, right and left buildings 
separated by intermediate street 50), each having one directional parking access 
aisle[s] (Fig. 1, element 25); 

(b) a liner building surrounding [the] parking units on at least one side of each of [the] 
sequential multi-level parking unit[s] (Fig. 2, elements 35, 18, 22, 27; page 4, lines 9-10 
and 15-16); and 

(c) a multi-use buffer corridor (Fig. 2, element 36) defining an interface (Fig. 2, element 
37) between [the] parking units (Fig. 2, element 25) and [the] liner building (Fig. 2, 
elements 35, [the] liner building including at least one common wall (interior wall 28) 
with [the] buffer corridor, [the] wall including means for access to and from [the] buffer 
corridor (page 4, line 67 defines names element 36 as a passageway; page 4 lines 39- 
42)." 

Regarding claim 2, Mason discloses "at least one exterior pedestrian-oriented corridor 
between at least one set of [the] sequential parking units (Fig. 2, element 32 around 
roadway/parking 31)." 

Regarding claim 3, Mason discloses a "pedestrian-oriented.... ground level corridor" (Fig. 
2, element 17). 
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Regarding claim 4, Mason discloses "an interior pedestrian corridor, transverse to [the] 
exterior corridor, [the] interior corridor substantially bisecting [the] at least two parking 
units (Fig. 1, portion of element 21 parallel with street 50). 

Regarding claims 5 and 6, Mason discloses "a central atrium within at least one of [the] 
parking units (Fig. 1 , right and left parking units have an open air atrium by nature of 
their inverted-pyramid design at the bottom of which lies parking/roadway 20)." 

Regarding claim 9, Mason discloses "means for angled parking on a parking deck of 
each unit, situated about [the] central atrium (Fig. 9, boxed area shows cars parked at 
an angle)." 

Regarding claim 10, Mason discloses "means for parallel parking along an outer edge of 
a parking deck of each unit" (Fig. 9, dark arrow shows car parallel to outer edge of 
parking deck). 

Regarding claim 11, Mason discloses a "mixed-use pedestrian parking structure (Fig. 1 
in general) comprising: 

(a) at least two multi-level parking units (Fig. 1, right and left buildings separated by 
intermediate street 50), each having one directional parking access aisle[s] (Fig. 1, 
element 25); 
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(b) a liner building surrounding [the] parking units on at least two sides of each parking 
unit (Fig. 2, elements 35, 18, 22, 27; page 4, lines 9-10 and 15-16), [the] liner building 
including at least one common wall with [the] parking units (Fig. 2, element 28), [the] 
wall including means for access to and from [the] inner building (column 4, lines 39-42)." 

Regarding claim 12, Mason discloses "at least one exterior pedestrian-oriented corridor 
between at least one set of [the] sequential parking units (Fig. 2, element 32 around 
roadway/parking 31 )." 

Regarding claim 13, Mason discloses a "pedestrian-oriented. ...ground level corridor" 
(Fig. 2, element 17). 

Regarding claim 14, "an interior pedestrian corridor, transverse to [the] exterior corridor, 
[the] interior corridor substantially bisecting [the] at least two parking units (Fig. 1 , 
portion of element 21 parallel with street 50). 

Regarding claim 15, Mason discloses "a central atrium provided within the parking units 
(Fig. 1 , right and left parking units have an open air atrium by nature of their inverted- 
pyramid design at the bottom of which lies parking/roadway 20)." 

Regarding claim 16, Mason discloses "a multi-use buffer corridor (Fig. 2, element 36) 
defining an interface (Fig. 2, element 37) between [the] parking units (Fig. 2, element 
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25) and [the] liner building (Fig. 2, elements 35, [the] liner building including at least one 
common wall (interior wall 28) with [the] buffer corridor, [the] wall including means for 
access to and from [the] buffer corridor (page 4, line 67 defines names element 36 as a 
passageway; page 4 lines 39-42)." 

Regarding claim 18, Mason discloses "at leas one corridor contiguous with [the] at least 
one common wall" (Fig. 2, wall 28 is contiguous with corridor 36). 

Regarding claim 19, Mason discloses "a cross-over ramp between [the] sequential 
parking units" (Fig. 1, element 53/31 on top level)." 

Regarding claim 20, Mason discloses "means for angled parking on a parking deck of 
each unit, situated about [the] central atrium (Fig. 9, boxed area shows cars parked at 
an angle)." 

Regarding claim 21 , Mason discloses "means for parallel parking along an outer edge of 
a parking deck of each unit" (Fig. 9, dark arrow shows car parallel to outer edge of 
parking deck). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 
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(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 7, 8, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Mason (US Patent 1 ,830,518) in view of Johnston (US Patent 6,209,270). 

Regarding claims 7, 8, and 17, Mason discloses an apparatus as described previously 
with claims 1 , 2, and 16, but lacks that the "buffer corridor includes HVAC facilities." 
Johnston teaches that it is known in the art to provide multi-level buildings in which 
vehicles are operated with HVAC facilities (column 2, lines 60-64). 
The use of HVAC facilities has provides for ventilation of gasses produced by vehicles 
in the structure. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify the apparatus of Mason by using HVAC facilities similar to that of 
Johnston in order to provide ventilation of the gasses produced by vehicles in the 
structure, and to place it in the buffer corridor to prevent the facilities noises from 
disrupting users. 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to RYAN J. FRANKS whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3743. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Thurs., 8:30-7:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on (571) 272-6843. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Brian Glessner 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 

Art Unit 3633 



/R. J. FV 

Examiner, Art Unit 3633 
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